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and-Wugitive Siave Law Hecting (=

Muns.
AR Bosron, Bunday, March 2

v large Anti-Fugitive Slave Law
‘ﬂaf ti: citizens of Lynn, Mass.
Bout respect of party, was held in.that
ity last evening: Mayor Hoop presided:
and made 8 speech, in which he said, ** he

"
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the law unjust, inhoman, and
“got it o be obeyed.” He solemaly pledged
pever to lifta fioger in the work of
retwrning 8 fellow man to Slavery; neither
woald he use his official power to protect
ve-catchers. ,
ﬁl series of strong resolutions were passed,
one of which is as follows: )
eiti of Lynn, being free
m ?g?:.m ;::ﬂ: in e:aluing others
A meeting in opposition to the law is to
be holden this evening in Beverly, and
another in Springfield to-morrow night. u.
By Yelegraph o The New-York Tribune.
Joutherm Magrrtic ﬁw'z;;.ar, Hanorer and Beawer el
O For late and important Telegraph
dispatches see Sixth Page.
e —
Items frem the Cnpital,
WasniseTox, Sunday, March 2
The Legislature of Pennsylvania arrived heve
yesterdny morning. Last night they were hos-
entertained by the Mayor and the 0::&
m at Brown's Hotel. Many of them I
the city this for Harrisbarg.

Beston bas been coufined to his room
for some time by a severe indisposition, and is as
”tlllblo to attend in the Sanate.

du:lhu sre eniuminﬁl abm:lt the pas-

several a ation bills, and an extra
",3.‘: of Cangngl;:mop:n leass of the Senate, is
deemed quite probable.
Mard, Eaq, Commissioner of Public
nm died here this morning.

State of the Weather... March L.—8 P. M.
PALO—Cloudy—wind west—iber, 32—tar. 29 2.
WESTER — Ruther clwdﬁ—m!d—w‘luﬂ west = thar. 30

uml—g‘londy ued eold—looks lixe & storm—wind
mﬂ%—m quite pleassnt but cold—wind sonth-
ﬁ;m-a\ bewutiful clear ovening—wind unchanged—
{her. 33—bar 20 550
\ y—We huve had a cloar ar'zl_nry plessant day—
'ﬁthwm—lh_w 32—bar 30 (S—mercury 69.
’ lhrc’grﬂ g day—light from north-
wiToN~Cloudy—wind north— ther. 30.
§iTENALL—Clear—wind north—ther. 30,
Anslyversary of St David’s Day.
SaTurpay, March 1, 1851,
The members of the 8t. David's Bociety cele-
brated the anniversary of Bt. David's Daybya
dinper at Perking's Odd Fellow's Hall, last Bat’
urdsy evening. About 80 gentlemen sat down
20 an excellent repast gotup by Perkins in & man®
per that gave the pgrestest satisfaction to nll
. The Chair was filled by WirLrax
Mirxs, Esq. President of the Bociety, aided by
@. W. Griflith, Esq. 1st Vice-President, and Geo.
Morgsn, Esq. 2nd Vice-President. A number of
invited guests were present, among whom we
noticed his bonor the Recorder, Edward Walker,
Eurq., representative of the St. George Society,
Charles T. Oromwell, Egq, Thomas Bmall, Esq.,
David Jones, Esq., and others.  After the remova]
of the cloth the President announced the following
stendard toasts -
t The Day.
m-a’ﬂwm Land—we reader thee the hom-
M ke United States—The Land to which wo are wedded
from chelee ; we will Wwaye cherish and support the Union,
When the third standard toast was drunk the
company were perfectly vociferous in their ap.
plause, and it was some minutes before quiet was
restored. His Honor Judge Taruancg, the Re.
corder, taking advantage of this electrifyiog man-
per in which the Bona of Cambria expressaed their
foclings in regard to the Union, rose and made n
atriotic and heart-stirrivg speech, which
vmtbowmon applause. R
- patron of the Arts, the sterer 0
Msg‘:rwi.o?’o Com:n may peace and happl-
untversally diifnsed among her rnila
The City er- York —At present the Empire City of
the metropo-

g

orid; destined sre jong to be
loba.
A ter Soctetios— Bagaged In tiie same benevolent
-'urpmos :ﬁ uu:uulvu; w‘n cordially welcome thelr re-
prosenialives 10 OUr feallve board.

7. Woeman. a . .
In snnouncing the toast of the Sister Bocieties,
the Preaident took ocoasion to state that he had
yeceived, as an accompaniment to & note of ac-
coptance of an invitation tendered to Charles T.
Cromwell, Esq. a check for §100, as u donation to
the permanont fund of the Society. This was re,
.ceived with every expression of gratitude by the
.company, who proposed Mr. Cromwell's health
with long and continued applause. When the
had sabaided, Mr. Cromwell rose and

ins b of some length dwelt upon the use-
fulness of such institations as the Bt. David's and
the eredit they reflected upon the character of
those mations (rom whom their members eman-

He enconraged the members of the 8. David's
Society, to preserve and keep action in their be-
nevolent enterprises and goop works.

The President of 8t. David's Society, William
Miles, Esq, concluded a brief bat eloquent -
drees by a donation of $100 to ite permanent fand.

Mr. Walker next followed in & very well-re.
celved speech. He attempted to account for the
peacoable character of the Welsh people from
their grest love of masic, and illustrated his idens
by a very amusiog description of & musical family
in the Btate of New Jersey, with whom be hal
the plensnre of being acquainted. He concluded
with & seutiment, and a douation of 830. This
was followed by another of $100 from Peter Rab-
erts, Esq. Thomas Bmull aud David Jones, Esqrs.
contributed $20 each. A letter was received
from the Mayor, expressing his iuability to be
prescut, and inclosing & donation to the fands
of the Bociety. Letters of rogrer were also
received from the Presidonta of the St Nicho.
las and the St. Andrew's Soeiety, and one from
Hon. Zadook Pratt, from which wo have room
but to give the following closing paragraph, and
the sentiment which accompanied it:

Buch meetings must sver tond to koop alive a spirit of
barwony beiwoen Americans wud thele sdopisd brediron
1 feal mysoif Bonored lo wolcoming wmony as men, who
are of the stock from which | mysel? orlglonied, (and an-
other geserniion will make us wll Americans in spirit and
in earoest. ) a8 well aa from & boad of unlon beiween s
old world and the pew ibai can bever be brokea. | be.
Heve this is the only country where meu of sll nations can
tome , and where each succending year aifonls
rr tes for lmproveuent as well ua developing

most nﬂnlb-l advantages for physical advancament.
We offer and welcome you 1o & eouniry wiers office and
Is open to all, and where merit alone ls the eriterion

.
1 heve the honor W be yours, iraly L. PRATT.
The following sentiment accompanied the letter

'd .r- l’l’l.lt
“Our adopted citizsens—May they aver fird o home for
hemenlves uud & pairimooy their children, We offer
them & bome nssured that they will u!nmmlnm:llwr
oprmpngnig W g gy e g
3 u hatide, ¥ I
w«ﬂwmummdnn b
During the eveningthe following volunteer sen-
timents were offered:
ﬁm;u MokGaN, seesnd VicsPresident.—* [he
Centributors 1o the World's Fuir—May the speci-
meva of their genine and industry bewr an honorabie eom.
with be best mechanies and loveniors of the

.llmmlm“ —The 8t David's Benevolent Society ~
upon ihe secessiiles of the desdiule; way i
Wmiwtmu-m;;:mz:;wm 1
s, Bacretary — our
brother, Joha Keane~Who ls abuout from our midnt tn

r‘mnamyhaoonhmm'

This toast was prefaced by some complimentary
temarks upon the character of Me. Evans, who
e B i b s

m‘ th was drank with

Bpeeches, SBongs and Sentiments were happily

laterspersed during tho evening, and the total sub- |

seriptions received amounted to 8295 Mach

eredit is due to Measrs. Jonosand Price, Btewards
of the Bociety, for the attention shown by thass
gentlemen to the compaoy A speach from J. T.
Pryse, Esq., replete with historic matter, in rels.
tion to the history of the Ancient Britons. andona
from Mr. Carroll in response to the toast of ** The
Brotherhood of the men of all nations,” given
by the President, were well received and much
rpplanded. g

Rhelton's Band furnished some excellent music
and the Welsh songs sung by Mr. Williame and
others wera rapturously received, Aboat mid.
night the Bons of Cambria abandoned the festiva
board, each well pleased with the evening's en
tertainments.

CENTRAL AMERICA.

Later from San Balvador—Bleckade of Hon-
duras— Movements of the Allied Armles—
Carrera’s Plans Defeated,

We have received files of the (Faceta del Salva
dor, and other docamenta to the 10th of Jacuary,
from the State of Ban Balvador, Central America.
They contain some [urtber particulurs of the
movements of the two parties in Central America
—the Guatemalan, uader the control ofjMr Chat-
ficld, and the true Central American, composed o
the Btates of Ban 8alvador, Hondaras and Nicara-
goa. The Gaceta of January 3, announces the
blockade of the port of Tigre (Amapaia) ia the
Btate of Honduras, by the English vessels, acting
under Chatfield’s direction. All the Pacific ports
of 8an Salvador and Honduras are now bloskaded,
and Nicaragua is threatened with similar injary.
The Gaceta says. “ It cannot be balieved that
Queen Victoria, in whose name sach ontrageons
proceedinge are carried on, has been watching the
internal politics of these States, for the pnrposs aof
employing her power to embarrass and injurs them:
In the end, Providence will give us the menns of
liberating curselves from such tyranny, end the
vengeance of an oppressed people will recoil upon
theae foreign scourges.”

A war between Guatemala—or at laast the
Central Government of that Btate—on one side,
and the allied States of Honduras and San Sal-
vador on the other, seems almost inevitable. We
have received the first bulletin of the allied ar
mies, dated Ban Salvador, Jan. 8 AL the eall of
the Bupreme Government of the latter Scate, for
troops to protect the Guatemala frontier, an
army of 4,000 men, well armed and organized,
was raised at once. The soldiers were command-
ed by brave and experienced officers, and wers
full of enthusiasm for their cause. Honduras was
in the field with anarmy of 2,000 men, and the
union of the two armies, in spirit and resolution,
is most complote. As the allied armica approach
ad the frontier of Guatemala, the inhabitante of
the mountain provinces of that Btate—who are
nearly nll in favor of the Federal Union of the
Central American Btates—flocked from all guar-
ters to join them. It was rumored that the
people of Guatemals, opposed to the machina-
tions of the Central Government, were forming a
force of their own, to codperate with those of the

other Btates.

The army of Ban Balvador is distributed in a
line commencing at Coatepeque and terminating
st Chalchuaps. The Presidents of the two States
met on the 4th of January, in the town of Ocote-
peque, in Honduras, for the purpose of arrangiog
s common plan of action. The recaption of Vas.
concelos, President of Ban Salvador, was most
enthusinstic. Balls, theatrical representations
and public festivities of all kinds were institated
in his hooor. On the 7th he returaed to San 8al-
vador.

A plot of Carrera to create a revolt in Ean Bal
vador has been most signally defeated. It ap-
pears that he commissioned several citizens of
that State, who had enlisted themselvea in his
service, to atir up dissensions among the people,
during the absence of the army on the Guatemala
‘rontier. These men—officers of the name of
Castro, Machuca, Gonzales, and others—wers on
their way, i with sn esvort of soldiers, to meet
Carrera at the town of Jutiapa, There they weore
to be strengthened by a corps of two bundred
men, with & supply of money, and to proceed to
the Salvadorean province of Bonsonate and incite
the people to revolt. Before they reached Jutia
pa, however, Brancamonte, & captain in the army
of Guatemsls, discovered their plans, deserted
with forty men and took them prisoners, with the
exception of one officer and = foew soldiers, who
made their escape. Brancamonte secured the
papers which revealed the plan of Carrera, shot
the prisoners and joined the allied army, with his
men. The next day another party of twenty six
men, who had also deserted from the Guatema.
lan ranks, captured the remainder of the revolu.
tionary party and consigned them to the same
fate. The discovery of this plot excited th®
strongest feeling of hostility throughouat San Sal’
vador.

A postscriptto the bulletin, dated Jan, 9th, 10A,
M., says: ** From all quarters it is announced that
the desertion iu the forces of Gastemala still con*
tinues. Companies of armed men are continually
arriving at the town of Metapam, where the troops
of Gen. Nufio are stationed. The good service
rendered us by Capt. Bracmmonte has almost
broken up the force at Chiquimals, and atJutiapa
half & company deserts at & time. 1t is maid that
Carrora bas been summoned in all haste to the
City of Guatemaln.” It is evident from these
statements that the ** Union” party of Central
America is very powerful and popular, and that
the arbitrary Centrel Government of Guatemsla,
were it not backed by Chatfield and his block-
ading fleet, could not maintain its ground = day
longer.

Benor Doroteo Vasconcelos, President of San
Salvador, issued on the 10th of January an elo-
quent and forcible address to the people of Cenw
tral Amerien, in which ke vividly describes the
present position of affaira. He considers the
pence of the other States vivlently mensced by
the Government of Guatemale, and asserts that
the maintenance of & safficient force to protect
Honduras and San Salvador is absolutely neces-
sary ot present. Referring to the xploit of Bra.
camonte, he nays that the Government possesses
documents taken from the esptured soldiers,
which fally prove the iniquity of Carrera’s de-
signs, and that if the people of Guatemala do not
all rise againat their rulers. itis bacanse they have
not the power. That State, he declares, possesses

' no Constitution, and is anti-republican in all its

forms. He calls upon the Central Americans to
unite in defense of the republican institutions of
their country and the Federative Union of the
Btates. We translate what the President says
of Chatiield:

“Consul Chatfield. interested in sharing the spoils of
Central Amorics with the rulers of Ganatemale, has aken
thelr part.  He bas been approved by them in his nsurpa-
tonsin Nicarsgua and Honduras. aud Lis blockade of san
Saivador; and now, thivking to perplex our alfairs, lye has
forwanded com munlentions to the Saprewe Government of
Honcuras, tracing a boundary line whic¥hss never existed
between that stale and bis fictitous xingdom of Mosquitia,
wiuch gives to the laiter more than hall the territory of the
forwer, He Las thus constituted Himeelf judge, with the
scandulous enotmity of giving to an assunted kingdom of
Mosquitia lands w! have alwave heen recognized as be-
lenging to Henduras. The occasion which the Consul s

taken for this movement, plainly proves that ho labors al
ihe of the rulers of Guatesals, In accordance
with hits ovwn viows. This has also becn especially pro

:ry 1he lt'ilﬁmto:dwm:a lmtom:uulr tly made to """‘“’T,i{‘"
e wounld blockade ports if powder shouid be | in
them for the use of San Hdvid.m-—.r::mww bl

ra which has
Junt beon veritied, in the blockade of the port of Tigre.”

Fine 1x @rirrin, Ga.—On the 16th ult. a fice
broke out in the Brick Havge on Hillst. The
fnllnwmi inn list of some of the sufferers: M.

! Morris, Miliner; J. R. Martin, L. Hatton, the
| Daughters and Cadets of Temperaace, Dr. Joha
Dorsey, Kuott & Freeman, Moor & Alford, Ma-
| gonic Hall, and Mr, Eiliott. Loss aboat $20,000.

WEtates.

BPEECH OF
WILLIAM H. SEWARD
ON THE MANAGEMEST AND DISPOSITION OF THE
PUBLIC DOMAIN.

————
Dielivered in the Senate of the United States, Feb, 17, 1851
Mr. PRESIDENT : U

The organization of the American Republic is a
political anomaly. Ancient and modern States,
rudely constituted within narrow limits, have ag
grandized themselven by colonies and C-nu-;ue.r.'n.
while passing through various revolations of Gor-
ernmeat. But the world haa never before gaen a
Btate assume a perfoct organization in its very
beginnivg, and extend itaell over a large portion
of a grest continent, without conquests, withoat
colonies, and without undergoing any change of
conatitution.
~ The success of Portugal and of the Netharlands
in planting protitable commercisl colonies in the
East Indies, in the fifteenth and sixteenth centa-
ries, stimulated nearly all the European States to
attempt to secore similar advantages, by explor.
ing and appropriating to themselves portions of
the New Woeld, then known as the Weatern In-
dies. Spain, Britain and Franoce, divided between
themselves nearly nll North Americs. Each of
these flingdoms, however, pursved & policy so
rigorous as to hinder the growth of the colonies it
planted.

The |'nited Btates, in the Revolation of 1776,
supplanted Great Britain in soveraiguty over the
region lying between the St. Lawrenceand Loai-
siana and stretehing from the Atlantic coast to
the banks of the Mississippi.

The copquering Btates, practicelly indepen-
dent of each other, were smbarrassed Ky confliot-
ing boundaries. The controversy was megnani-
mously ended by #n sgreement that each should
relense its claim of unappropriated Territory for
the common use sud benefit.

New York led the way, and ceded her claims
as well of “political jorisdiction’ as *of the right
of #0il,” * to be and inare to the nse and benetic of
such of the United Btates as shoald become mem
bers of the Federal Alliance of the said States,
and for no other use or purpose whatsover.”

Virginia claimed the broad region lyisg north-
went of the Ohio, and relinquished it in 1725, with a
declaration that it should “ba considered as a
common fund for the use and benefit of such of
the United Btates as have become or shall become
members of the Coufederation or Federal Alli-
ance of the said States, (Virginia ioclosive,) ac-
cording to their usual and respective proportions
in the general charge and expenditure, aod shall
be I'uiu:fnllg and bona fide disposed of for that
purposc, an for no other use or purpose whatso-
ever.”

Massachusetts snon afterward releasad to the
United States, * for their benefit, Massachuseits
inclusive.”

Conneoticut conveyed in 1726, in the same form.

South Caroliza, in 1787, ceded * for the benetit
of the United States, South Carolina inclusive.”

North Carolina in 1700 conveyed by a deed con-
taining the same declaration whioh bad been used
by Virginin, and Georgis completed the tiile of
the United States by a cessionon the same terwms,
attended with other stipulations which are not
now impertant.

The Constitution of the United States, adopted
in the course of this great transaction, sanctioned
it an follows - * The Congreas ahall have power to
dispose of, and make all needful rules and regula-
tions respecting the territory or other property
belonging to the United States: and nothing in
this Conatitution shall be so construed as to prej-
udice any claims of the United States, or of any

articolar State.'— Arf. 14, See. 5.

The Continental Congress had previously adopt-
ed the Ordinance of 1787, by which they estab-
lished & Government in the North-western Terri-
tory, and provided for its futare subdivision into
ith a view to that great political par-
pose, the Conatitution declared that ** New States
may be admitted by the Congress into this Union.”
—Arl. 5, See. 3.

The purchase of Louisiana from France in 1803,
the acquisition of Florida by a grant from Spain
in 1819, the discovery of Oregon, and the recent
purchase of New-Mexico and Upper Californin,
extended our domain slong the shores of the Galf
of Mexico to the Rio Grande, and from its head
waters ncross the Hocky Mountsios and Soowy
Hills to the Pacific Ocean. The aggregate quan-
tity of this national estate is fifteen hondred and
eighty four millions of acrea; of which, one han-
dred and thirty four millions have been definitive-
ly appropriated, and there remain, including ap-
pmﬂ].r:uionl not yet porfected, fourteen hundred
and fifty millions of acres.

Using only round numbers, these iands ara dis-
1u-il:umeﬂ among the Btates and Territories, na fol-
OWHR :

In Acres. | In Acres.
Ohlo A0 IOWE cosasaniranses TT, 100,000
Indians « 2,751,000] Wisconsin « 8,521 000
Inois 14 040,000 | Minpewotn. . ... WML, )
Missourl 2,216, M0IN, W, Terrlirry . Wil B0
Alnbama .o.ee 17,258,000 Oregon Territory . 218,556 000
Miesissippl S il | Neheneka Territry 67,458 (040
Loulstana . 854,00 Indian Territory.. 118,709,000
Michigan.. I,“nllt:nl.l‘urn!n ........ ST 162 000
Arkunsns 70 AVZ 000 New-Mexizo ... . 48,737,000
Florida ..... v oveeesdd,B01000]

The domein came to the United Btates oncum-
bered with & right of possession by Indien tribes,
which is graduslly extinguished by purchase, as
the necesasities of advancing population require.

At the eatablishment of the Federal Govern-
ment the United States suffered from exhaustion
by war, and [abored under the pressure of a great
h?’ltiuut'i Delit, while they were obliged to make
Inrge expenditures for new institutions, and to
prepare for defense by land and by sea. They
therefore adopted & policy which traated the do-
main merely as a fund or source of revenue.

They divided it into townships, sections rnd
quarter sections, and offered it at pablic aale at &
minimum price of two dollars per acre on credit,
and subsequently at private sale on the same
terms. In 1820 they abolished the eredit system,
and reduced the price to one dollar and twenty-
five conts per acre.  In 1833 they recognized the
right of precmption in favor of setual occupants,
and the system, &s thus modified, still remaine in
form upon our statue book. The United States,
however, have,at diflerenttimes, made very differ-
ent dispositions of portions of the domain. Thus
thers have been appropriated to the new States
and Territories, for purposes of internal improve-
ments, for saline reservations, for the establish-
ment of seats of Government and public baild-
ings, nnd for institutions ot eduention, as follows:

Acres Acres
To Ohl0seessssrssnsl B
Inatann Michigan .
Iincin. Arknosns .
Mimee u i Wisconsin
Alstamn . | JOWA . eansrraes 4092
Aimaieadpple .. oeo 155004 Florida..eess... 1,053,635

Besides these sppropriations, the Senate willat
once recall several acts of Congress, which sur-
rendered, in the whole, 79,000,000 acres for boma-
ties in the Mexican war, bounties in the war of
1512, subsequent gratuities to the solldiers in the
game war and in Indizn wars, cosaions 0! sWamp
lands to new States, and for the construetion of &
railrosd from Chicsgo to Mobile, and other iater-
nal improvements, none of which last-named ces-
sions have yet been lorated. ’

The aggregate of revenues derived from the
public domain is one hundre! and thirty-five mil-
ficps three hundred and thirty-nine thonsand
ninety-three dollars and ninety-three cents, show-
ing an annunl average revenue of one and & quar-
ter million of dollsrs since the system of sales
was adopted. : _

Mr President, T thitik the time is near at hand
when the United States will fud it expedient to
review their policy, and to consider the following
priveiples: Wy

First. That lands shall be granted, in limited
quaotities, gratuitously, to notusl cultivators ouly.

Sgcosn, That the posscasions of such grantees
ahall be secured againat involuntary alienation

THikp. That the United Statea shall relinquish
to the States administration of the public lands
within their limits.

These principles, sir, have no necessary con
pection. 1 ahall therefore discuss them sepa:
rutely i A

Finer. A gratuitous allotment of lands in lim
ited quantities to_ actual settiers and caltivators
only. This priceiple involves three pro sitions:

. A limitation of the quantity whic whall be
grantod to any One person; =

2 Qccopation snd cultivation as conditiond of
the grant;

3. A gratuitous grant.

Finst, A limitation of the
lotted to apy oDé person.

Ifthe Public Lands wers meareantile merchan
dise, price would be the principal, if not the only
subject of inquiry. On the contrary, it is only the
money received by the Government on sales, that
perishen or passes away, The lauds remain Ilseq
jast whero they were befove the sale, and they
‘sopstitute & part of the territory subject to admin-
istration after salo s before,  The posteasors O
the 1and sold become abon, if not mme_'ﬂl_h"}'.
citizens, and they will altimately be a majirity of
the whole population of the country, s4pporsing

quantity to beal

*extensive tracts of land n

the Government by their contributions, maintain
ing it by their arma, and wielding it for shefr own
and the general welfare. To look, then, at this
subject, merely with reference to the revenae
that might be derived from the sale of the lands,
would be to commit the fauit of that least erected
spirit that fell from Heaven, whose
_ “ Looks and thoughts
Wore always downwand bent, sdmining m-m*{
The riches of Heaven's pavement. trodden goid,
Than sught divine, or boly, else ou joyed.”

All will admit—all do admit—that the domain
should be yo administered us to favor the increase
of population, the augmentstion of wealth, the
cultivation of virtue, and the diffusion of bappi
ness.

| do not smy that land in this or in any other
country ought to be or ever could be divided, and
epjoy ed equally. [ assert no such absurdity. But
I do sny, with some confidence, that great ine-
quality of landed estates, here or elsewhere, tands
to check population, enterprise, and wealth, and
to binder and defeat the highest interests of socie-
ty. Every State in this Union recognizes this
principle mod guards agaiost undae aggregation
of estates by restraints upon accumaulntion, by ia-
hibitions of entails, and by dividing inheritances.

A partition of this vast public domain is inevit-
nble. It has been going on ever since the lands
were aequired. Tt is going on now. And it will
g0 on beresiter with increasing rapidity. That
partiticn affords us an opportunity to apply the
same bereficent and invigorating policy in & new
and benign form, without disturbing any existing
estaten, or interfering with any veated interests,
and without disturbing any established laws or
customs.

_There is no arbitrary measurement of the por-
tion of land which one possessor can advantage-
ously cultivate. Yet there are practically di-
mensions within which lands are held for that
purpose ; and when these are exceeded, the sur
plus is held for purposes of commerce or specule-
tion. Commerce in the public lands, although by
no means immoral, oevertheless, ought to be re-
gerded with jealousy, It diverts capital from ac-
tive or productive industry, and proiongs the pe-
riod before the land purchased can be mude fruit-
fal. Mortgages, judgments, and accidents of in-
solvency and of death, render the title uncertain
and confused, and thus exclude the lands from
market, Every one has seen in new countrics
n which the specala.
tor kad lasid his hand, and thus rendered them
useless to himself, useless to the community, and
useless or nesrly so to the State. The wang of
some security sgrinst inconveniences 8o preju-
dicial to the States may now be supplied without
producing sny embarrassment to individuals or to
the Government.

BecospLy. The same policy seems to commend
the principle of insisting on permanent occupation
and cultivation as conditions of & grant of auy por-
tion of the Pablic Domain. It ought to be kept
open and available to those who seek it for cul-
tivation. 1t ought therefore to be kept free from
absent owners, who, while they would exclade
settlers, would leave it entirely unproductive, and
who would pay to the State either nothing, or at
most & tax that would poorly compensate for
stamping aterility upon the soil.

The same principle that dictated the abandon-
ment of the credit system in 1820 seems to pre.
scribe now a limitation of the sales to_actual set-
tlers. Nor would the revenuve derived from sales
be affected by such a measure. The price of the
land in fixed and uniform. If more lands are sold
at one time under the present system than would
be sold with such & limitation, & reat must follow,
pntil the excess of lands sold above the actual
supply of the market ahall be taken off st a profic
or loss from the hand of the speculator. The com-
mercinl revulaion of 1837, aggravated by wild and
reckless specalations in the domain, guve us io-
structions on this subject which ought not to be
veglected.

he Benator from Michigan, (Mr. Felch,) who
lias discussed our landed policy with very greay
ability, dwelln npon the difficulty of prescribing
the evidence of occupancy and cultivation. But
this difficulty would soon be removed if the sys:
tem should be changed. A title might be with-
beld until improvements should ba made sufli-
cient to prevent a voluntary forfeiture.

TriroLy. The question of muking the grants
of Public Lands gratuitously is one of more diffi
culty. By gratuitous grants I mean those which
would be practically so, and that the landa thus
disposed of should be charged with the costs of
the grasnt.

The demand of one dollar and twenty-five cents
per acre, or of two hundred dollars on & farm of
one bundred and wixty acres, aithough it is not
unjust, and although it may be necessary, is nov-
ertheless, in its practical operation, a tax upon the
privilege of cultivatiog the domain. But the firat
and fundamental interest of the Hepublio is the

cultivation of its soil. That cultivation is the sole
fi in of she feal or wenlth which supplies

every channel of jndustry. The more it is taxed,
the less freely it will flow. It is true indeed that,
notwithstanding this tax, Isbor secks the soil
withio the new States and Territories, and that
;n;:i;ty advances there with a rapidity unparel-
eled.

But it is eqoally true that the tax preventa the
immigration of & very |arge mass of persons who
are deatitute of employment in the Eastern
Staten, while it rejects even s greater mass of cul:
tivators in Earope. W e are competitors with the
F.uropean States in agriculture and in manufac.
tures. They bave the ndvantage of cheaper labor
and greater capital. Weought therefors to invite
here the labor necessary to sugment our produc-
tions, and the industry and akill required to pre-
pare them for jiuterusl eud foreign commerce
Can it be doubtful for o moment that it is our
policy to brivg the manufacturers to our own
shores, and to invite the farmer to supply his
wants f1om our own unproductive Inods !

Commercis] supremacy demande just such an
sgricultural basis as the fertile and extensive re.
gions of the [ nited Stites, when inhabited, will
supply. Political supremacy follows commercial
ascendency. It was by renson of the waut of jast
such nn agricultural bisis, that Venice, Portugnl,
and Holland successively lost commerce and ¢m
pire. It was for the purpose of securing just such
a basis, that Frauce, England and Bpain seized
so eagerly and held so tenaciously the large por-
tions of this conutry which they respectively oo
cupied. It wan for the purpose of supplying the
joss of thia basis, that Eogland has within the last
seventy years extevded her conquests over & |
large portion of India

W & pow possess this basis, and all that weneed
is to develop its capabilitics as fally und 88 rap
wly aw possible. Nor cught we to overlook an
otber great politiesl interest. utual jealousies |
delaved nlong time the esteblishment of the Union
of these States, and have ever since threatened ite

disgoiution. 1t is apparest that the altimate se
curity for its continuance is found in the power of
the States established, and hereafter to be estab.
mhed, on the public domain. Those new wnd vig-
orous commuoities continually impart new life to
the eotire Commonwenlth, while the ahsolate im-
portance of free mecess to the Ocean will sacare
their loyalty, even il the fidelicy of the Atlantic
States shall fail.

Such as these, sir, may have been somo of the
considerations that induced Andrew Jackson so
long #go to declare bia cpinion, that the time was
pot « stant when the Pablic Domein ought to
ceese to be regarded aa n source of révenue.—
Such considerntions mey have bad some inflaence
with the late distinguished Beantor from Bouth
Cnroling (J. C. Calhoun) to propose & release of
tho Public Domain to the Btates, on their paying
a small per centam of revenue to the United
States; and we are at liberty to sappose that a
course of reasoming not eotirely anliko this
brooght that eminent statesman, who is now Be-
cretary of State, to propose bere A year ago a gra-
tuitous appropristion of the public domain to ac-
tual settiers. - _

Nevertheless the practicability of snch a policy,
and its harmony with other natiosal interests, are
as 3 et by no means generslly admitted. The first
ob ection which it encounters is the economical
one, that it would be unwise to GIVE AWAY the
public lands. But the property green would re-
main with the geeer offer the gifs, and would be
enbanced in usetuluess to himself by the gift. All
that we should gire away by surrendering the

ublic demsin would be the revenue that might
Eederived from sales. The honorable Senator
from Michigan patbetically ssks, what new foun-
tain shall be opened to supply the deficiency, if
this ope be closed? And bas it come ta this, sir;
tbet the Federal Government, charged with only
the burdens of nationsi defence, of commeres, iad
of arbitrament between the States, while abso
lutely relieved fram sll resporsibilities of mnuici
pal sud domestic ndministration, yet enjoyiog un-
limited power of indirect, ua well as uf evendirect
taxation, cannot suatain jtself in a sesson of pro
found pesce, without covsa ming the patrimony of
the States. Bir, | answer the Benator's inqairy
The resource to sapply the deficiency of & million
and & quarter of doliar will be found in ratreach-

ment of the expevsin of adusinistration

o
A BsatoR—Will shis Governmesk ever ra.

trench? Does the Senator from New-York ex:
pect this Government to !

Mr Sgwarn—No, sir, pot while the revenue
remaina full. Heduce the revenue 8 million and
& quarter, or even five millions, and you will find
the expenses of the Government accommodate
themselves to the reduction. Raise the revenue
to 8 hundred millions, and you will find the ex-
penses adjust themaelves to that standard. 8ir,
if you Are ever to have retrenchment, you mast
begin with reducing taxation. And where can
you begin so well as with the taxation upon the
privilege of cultivating the national estate ! Bat,
#ir, wa shall have no such deticiency of revenue
to supply. Alarms of an exhausted treasury are
continaally sounded here, while the revenues re-
ceived upder a syatem of imposts, which in many
respects is most unwise, anoually exceeds all es-
timates of admicistrations

Last year the Becretary of the Treasury pre-
dicted a deficiency of sixteen millions of dollars,
and yet no deficiency st all occurred. The reve-
nueas for the rruenl ‘oar are equally prosperoas,
snd they will never be less prosperous while we
sre at peace, as | hope we shall always be; for
the weaith and indastry of the country are con-
stantly increasing and expanding. 1 koow, in:
deed, that revenue is linble to be afected by flac-
tuations of trade, but such disturbances are only
occasional and tempornry.

The Senator from Michigan exaggerates the
prodigality of what he calls the gieing away of
the domain, by statiog that it cost seventy five
millions of dollars—oquivalent to twenty-two
cents per acre, or lhir?-nro dollars and twenty
cents for each farm of one humdred sod wixty
acres. ‘

And from such premises as these he argues
that it would cost thirty-five millions of dollars to
{iva away the public lands lying in Wiscoasin,

owa, Michigan, Missouri and Mionesota. Sir, |
do not understand exectly the basis of the Sen-
ator's estimate of the cost of the domain, bat [
can, neverthelens, safely pr e his specul
tions entirely fallacious. [fthe cost of the Revo-
lutionary War, the cost of the long controversy
with France, which ended in the parchase of
Louisiana, the cont of all the Indian wars, and
tha cost of the late war with Mexico, all of which
were in some degree connected with the acqai
sition of the public domain, should be included in
the estimate, the entire cost of the publio lands
would be seven hundred millions, instead of
seventy five millions of dollars. If, on the other
band, the expeoss account be credited with all
the national benefits, flnancial, commercial and
political, which have been secured, the domain
wonld be discharged from all indebtedness what-
ever to the Treasury.

~ Sir, the ncquisition of the domuin, whates -rwas
its cost, is a transaction completed, ended, past.
The value of the domnin is what it is worth now,
not what it cost.

Mr. President, of such & disposition of the pub-
lic lauds ms | have suggested is ontirely misap:
prebended. It is not whether we ahail relinguish
a revenue of one and n quarter of millions. The
revenue has ceased, aad the fountain from which
it flowed is dried op already.

W e have by various acts, passed within the last
ten years, given up seventy-eight millions nine
hundred and thirty two thousand five bundred and
thirteen meres, which are now in market, and
coming into market, and which must be taken off
from the hands of Btates and individuals before
your own sales can ba renewed. The Becretary
of the Treasury assures us that the revenue from
the public domain is suspended by thia legislation
for & period of sixteen years.

Bir, s revenue that is suspended for sixteen
years, has practically ceased forever. The Sena-
tor from Michigan, perplexed with this argument,
reviews the Tressury estimates, and reduces the
period of exbaustion to eight years.

" Bir, | say, then, to the Senator, that he has not
chapged the case.

A national revenuse that is suspended for ight
yeurs has pncticllir ceased forever. But, Bir,
neither the Bepator from Michigan, nor even the
Secretary of the Treasury, has estimated the pe-
riod of exhaustion at ita fall length. Congress is
annuslly makiog new appropriations. The Sen-
ate has nt this session passed an act disposing of
ten millions of acres. ;

We all hope that that act will become a law,
although its eflect would be to add at least five
years to the term for which the revenue from the
domain is suspended. Let us then apprehsnd
the emergency as it is, and act accordingly. The
domain no lovger yislds, nor will never again
yield a revenue. vam'.e its tinancial benefits have
ceased, let us no longer dispose of it by impulse
and caprice, not to asy by partiality and favor,
but let us so dispose of it as to secare politicli
and social benefics to the whole Union.

It is objected that the domain is pledged to pub-
lie creditors. The debt charged apon the domain
in $27,935,300, a debs which is rlrim diminishing,
and, if we practice economy, will bave disappear-
ed by the sppllance of revenues from customs
alone, long before the public domain will yield &
dollar, for even the payment of the interest on it.
Hut if it be necessary to hold fﬂblie Jdomuin lia-
ble for the debt, we may properly set apart sufli-
cient landa for that purpove, and let the residue
he disponed of as other interests require.

The Senator from Michigan resisted the policy
proposed, on the ground that it would reduce the
value of real estate in the new Biate. It has
been urged that that inconvenience would also
remch the old Btates. The inconvenience, Mr.
President, if it should oceur at all, would be mere-
Iy temporary. The reclaiming of the domain
would go on more rapidly ; and we all know that
cultivated as well as vacant lands rise in value
just rs ropidly as new lands lying among or

‘adjacent to thein are improved. What would be

lost in the first instance, would be abundantly re-
gained afterward.

There is, however, Mr. President, one objection
of & more sertous nature thau any I have yet con.
sidered. 1 hear it said on all sides, that the do-
main cught to be disposed of for great and beae-
ticent l}.ljl'l‘l‘—‘lb‘irl,‘tl heneficial to theold as well
gs to the new States. Sir, [ have always favored
such & policy, aud it is vpon that ground, thas I
have cheerfully voted hitherto, as I ahall continue
to vote hereafter, for appropriations upon that
prineiple, so lun? us Congruu‘lhnll continue to
achere even in form to the ancient system

It is npon this gronnd that I shall support the
bill now under consideration, which proposes to
hestow upon the State of Loulsinoa the public
lands within her limits, to enable ber to improve
the navigation of the Mississippi—a measure to
which | enlled the ettsntion of the Benate at the
last Session—n meagure of great urgency, wod of
conceded national importence. | have had, more-
over, & Hope thut this great resource might be ap-
plied to the establishzient of & system for the gra-
dunl but certain removal of alavery, by & schome
of compensating emancipation. 1 have thought
thet the slavebolding Heates might wisely propose
such s aystem, and that the free States ought to
arcedoto it

But, air, it is manifest that if the old Btates
cou'd not sgree upon much & system, or even uﬁ
anv other system of partition of the Pablic
main amorg the Btates, or of distribution of ita
proceeds, while they held unquestioned the ﬂﬁb
wal power of (Fovermment, they eannot now hope
to sgree upon, snd secure the ldu‘:tiun of such a
s stem, when that power is actuslly passing over
ifom them to the pew States. The new States
will control the decision of this great question.
We may, nevertheless, by yielding to what is in-
eviteble, modily the policy to be adopted.

1 submitted, Mr. President, & second principle,
to wit: That the Public Lands, so to be gransed
to actusl settlers, cught to be secared to them
egainst involuntary alienation.

I respect_all lawful contracts, and I would not
uonecessarily interfers with even rigorous reme-
¢ies which existed when such contracts were
made. But it is wise as it is just and humane to
alleviate prospectively the relations between 3
debtor and creditor.  Within the Inst ¢
years, imprisonment for debt, & system which
pievailed for more taan two thousand years be-
fore, bas been sufely abolished by every State in
this Unico, and I believe by every commercial na-
tion in Europe.

New-Yors, the most commercial State, has,
with equal safety, abolished the rigorous remedy
of distress for rent, and has exempted certain
portions of estates from linbility to sale for debts
coptracted o ter wach laws were passed. Other
States have adopted the policy of protecting she
homentesd from compulsory sale. A home is the
first necessity of evary family; it is indispenes-
ble to the education und qualifications of citizens.

Carnot society jumsly withdraw it from the haz
grds of comtuercial eontracts, and from exposure
to the sccidents of disease and death! We be-
stow pensions upon decayed soldiers who bave
faitbfully served their country in the wars ; wa
protect such annuitics against involuatery assigo

ment; &nd the policy isas wise a4 it is generous
But Le who reclaios an scre of land from the

aterliit: f nature, aad briogs it into & productive
condition, ~onfers a greater benefitopon the Su_u
then valor bes often the powar to bastow. 8ir,

all that is movadle in may boused s n
security for oredite—and ¢ un«rzyh

to supply all the wants of commerce. The

of the farmer, the asylam of the

Republie, may be safe m.m

There remaing, Mr.

which, I think, demands the consideration
gress, which is: That the administratisa of the
public lands within the States should be
ijuisbed to them.

It baa been sufficiently shown, that the 0
Statea can no looger derive any finamvial benafit
from the domain. They oan st best hope to ap-
propriate it to s of interoal improvement
and education. Experience has tanght us nothiog,
if it bas not shown that the sction of Cengress
upon those interes's is less judicious and beaefi-
cent than the action of the several Siates. Of
!l the railroads, canals, and other works of inter-
il improvement—of all the universities, colleges,
and schools, in the country, the States are, almost
exclusively, the projectors, founders and patrons.

To maiutain that the United States can
such objects, and apply the public lands to
tainment of them, more -Eolr than the States
could do, is to controvert the principle of our Con-
stitation, which us domestic interests
affaire to lunjl l.dmi.mahi:i::. Bir, we have
atemporary jurisdiction, ate catate
in the domain—both of which are A?mm
and comparatively valueless. The reversion of
both belongs to the Statesgand is tnll:"lrh.
tant to them. It is oot until that re w
taken place that the domain reall b:-ha to con-
Ehm;ul: the wealth and llnagti the whole

ublic.
I\Pw am | greatly embarrassed by the
that the new States would derive an unequal
share of the benefits from what is jastly ealled a

H;

&

“common estate.” If all the publis lands lying
within their limits were released to iq
would still be inferior to the older States in the
advantages of capital, labor, and comm po-

sition. Kvery dollar of revenue which we should
release, remain within the new States, en-
bancing their ability to construct channels of
trade, and to found systems of education

their own increasing wealth and prosperity
equally incresse the wealth and prosperity of the
old States, with whom are intimatelyrelated
and indissolubly conn

The Senator rom Michigan is alarmed with ap-
prehensions that the simplicity and certaiaty of
tities would be put in jeopardy, by a transfer of
the public lands to the States. But, Bir, our ma-
chivery of title, which is so perfect, could be st
once trapsferred to the Btates, and they could ope-
rate it with incroased effic , and with econo-
my, which is unknown to us. No one could de-
fend for & moment the principle that the Federal
Goveroment ought to retain the domain, with all
its expenses of administration, for the mere par.
p:usof conferring titles in it, upon the citizens of
the Btates.

The possession of the domain, moreover,
ates relations of lapdlord and tenant, of patronage
and dependency between the Government and
the States, injurions to both. This has been an
inconvenience hithdrto unavoidable, and it ought
to be continued no longer than shall be required

E

by a parsmount national interest.
1 shall consider, Mr. President, very briefly, the
gnwetol' Congress in the premises. far as the
onstitation is coneerned, 1 shall pass by all com.«

mentaries and all gloases, and take mr upon
the simple text, ** The Covgress have power
to dispose of, and make all needful rules and reg-
ulations respecting tho territory snd othes prop-
erty belonging to the United States,” The power
‘:‘.,:”f"“"“?“f."a:‘""'“" s Camgions has
olute. It same power
edifives,

to dispose of forts, magazines, ars
i'be

or ships. They bave power to sell.

power to give. Of coarse the power

exercised in this as in all other casos, for the
beat interests of the nation, but the discretion of
Conpgress is not abridged.

Let us now exsmine the supposed limitations
i the deeds of cession; for therighta of the States
nre seoured < gh:(iumlt::tim. There are sove-
ral grants w t has been seen, are expressed
in different forms. It is not the mployed

[
iu anyone of the ts, but the general spiris and
eﬂ'et:t‘|I of them IGI;..“ that elpllfn and define the

power conveyed. New-York, Massachusetts and
Connecticut released by Il.:snfe broad and com-
prebensive. They conveyed “ for the benelit of
the United States.”

Virginia and other States amplified, but mani.
festly for the purpose of expressing the same

meaning more fully. They tho use
and benefit of the United . declared
that the estate and jurisdicticn should

conferred
e o ek spas Tespaoive po.
tates, ing to us ve
portions in :h:ujmonl ohnza and =y
snd sbould be faithfully and bona fide
for that puapose, and for no other purpose

”.T'h?: language was adopted with reference to
the then existing Articles of Confederation, un-

der which the Btates were ch with contri-
butions for the support of the

ment, which system was afterward modified by
the Constitution of the United States, so as to
dispense with contributions irom the Biates, and
invest Congress with power of taxation upon im-
posts, and of direct taxation, aeco
sentative population. Certainly the
thess gronts were not intended to con
gress to & disposition of the lands b
Hecause, first, they express no sach thing;
because, secondly, the political jorisdie
well sa the right of soil, were included in the
signation of * acommon fund.”

Again, it would be practically impossible, under
nny system whatever, to secaro equal bt sfits
from the domain to all the States. 1t you seiltne
Lands in Obio, you may divideths avails bstween
that State and all her wister Btates, but the land
will still remain yieldiog power and wealb, di-
rectly to the State, lorever; while the other
i:mn can be only indirectly ricipients of suck
be rie flte,

What was intended, then, was simply this:
that whatever disposition Gougress make
of the domain, shou!d bs one purely nationsl and
impartinl. Tt secina to me to mean nothing =ore,
and the Conastitution oxpressess that moaning
tully. 1f, then, the adoption of such principles as
| hve discusscd has become necessary, the poll-
cy would then be & proper exorcise of the consti-
tutional power, and would fall within ite trust as
defined by the deeds of ceasion.

Thisis & subject of vast importance. Itresches
across the whole basis of the great Empire which
is rising on this Continent, and forward throu
a'l ibe stoges of its elevation, and even of its
cline and fall, ifit shall not be perpetual Posteri-
ty and perbaps the civilized world will review our
decigions in the light reflected on them by their
brond snd lesting cousequences. :? they be
such as will ssfely abide wo severe and so impar-
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tial & scrutiny.
Correspondence uf The Tilbupe,
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